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Young Socialists .
against conscription.

EDITORS! LETTER

This issue of the Week will be the first that nany Young Socialists
have scen. Ve should first explain that our journal is intended as a
news service to socialists and not, as a 'do-it—yourself' dispenser of
absolute truth, There are enough of the latter on the market alrecady.
Te believe that we can provide quite a useful service for Young Social=-
ists in particular, Owing to the structure of the Y.S. and its lack
of a weckly press, not to mention the factions, the Y.S. movomont is
atomisod, The Week will be pleased to do its mite in ovorcoming this
by publishing reports of activitios, campaigns, opinions, etc. sent in
by Y.S. correspondents. 4 report sent into the Teck will onsure that
what has been a loecal issue will become known throughout the country
in a fow days. We also welcome the use of our material in other journals.
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LABOUR AND YOUTH

The fact that an official lobby of Parliament by Young Socialisgts
is taking place is a victory for the Y.S. and the Labour Party left.
It is also symptomatic of a different atmosphere in the party-— such
a lobby would have been unthinkable whilst Gaitskell : was party
leader, No one has any illusions about the effect of the lobby on
Tory M,P.s = they know perfectly well what the results of Tory policy
are for young people. The lobby, however, has the virtue of bringing
into political activity — and political discussion - large numbers of
young people.

Young people are aespecially hard-hit by the employers! dosiro
to be as tefficiont! as possible (at the expense of the working classh
The young people who have not yet started work cannot combat closures
or speed up., The policies of 'last in ~ first out! and allowing
'natural wastage! to reduce the pay roll hurt youth more than adults.
The introduction ofautamation is cutting the number of traditionally
skilled jobs open to young people. Rationalisation of distribution
and the service sectors reduces the number of jobs for young people.
It is not just a question of Tory policy® these facters are intrinsie
to capitalisme That is why most advanced capitalist countries have a
youth unemployment problem = even the mighty United Statess That is
also the raason Young Sociclists not only fight tho Tories but fight
for socialisgt policies within the Labour Party.

The .other great question for young people - conscription — also
domands a socialist solution. Vhilst there are politicians who
soc Britain's (i.c. British capitalism!s) economic salvation in the
exploitation of other countries! resources, Dritish youth will face
the threat of belng dut to impose this exploitation by force.

Because young people areattracted towards a socialist solution
of the problems of society they comc into ®monflict with the 'powers
that be! = and not only in society in general but in the Labour Party,
toos In its short period of oxistence the Young Socialists! movement
has besen under continuous threat of disbandment. Xach Y.S. annual
conference threatons to be the laste There are special reasons for
thinking that this year's annual conference could very well be the
lasts "hilst within thoe Labour Party lcecadership there is & genuine
desire to avoid splitting the party, this foeling will cease to be
so strong after thoedlections Indced, if this< year's Y.3. annual
conference goes on record, as it has at othors, for leoft-wing policies
there will be many voices in the party's higheor ranks calling for
disbandment,

After the election a basic discussion will be on the agondas will
labour attempt to run British capitalism more efficiently, or will it
seok to introduce socialist measures? The majority of the active Y.S.
will plump for the latter, and,sad to say, it scems likely that tho
majority of the functionariocs, otc., will want the former. Because
the Y.S. will become a spoarhead . in the fight for socialist policies
the left must . bh. against any attempt to restrict the rights of the
Y.S., On the othor hand the Y.S. must integrate thomselves at all levels
within the Labour Party to make any punitive action more difficult.
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CONTEMPT ORDER SERVED ON UNION OFFICIAL from a legal correspondent

There has been a quick aftermath to the ruling given an to the
illegality of the Lightermen'!s union action in boycotting the barges
of J.Te. Stratford & Son Ltd, Although the union's executive decided
on February 5th to 1lift the embargo because of the court ruling, the
following day, Bill Lindley, the union's general secretary, was served
with a contompt of court order. This Order alleges that lir. Lindley
failed to obey the court injunction.

1,000 TO IE SACKED IN BELFAST? fron Pat Jordan

200 workers from International Computers and Tabulators! factories
in Belfast lobbied the Northern Ireland Parliament on February 6th,
They werec protesting against the plans to close 2 of the firm's five
foctories on the Castléreagh industrial estate, Andy Barr, Northern
Ircland president of the Confod., said on the previous day that it was
feared that half the total work force (or 1,000) would be sacked in 2
month!s time. The works committoe secretary, lir, S. Bwart, was even
more possimistic, In view of the fact that the two factories to be
closed are the most modern ones, it scems likely that the firm intends
to close 2ll its works on tho cstate.

The reasons for the closures can be gleaned from the firm's
Chairman's anmual statement to sharcholders. Sir Bdward W, Playfair,
K.CsBsy said that last year had been unsatisfactory financially, This
had led to a narrowing of margins (a mere £2,147,000 net profit after
texation, as against £2,283,000 in 1962) and was caused by the swing
away from tabilators to computers, The latter carn a lower rate of
profit, at least in the initial stages. To meeot this the firm's direc=-
tors propose 1o cut overheads — hence the closures., However, anyone
having shares in ICT can stop worrying because: "The directors have
decided to recommend that the total ordinary dividend for the year
should remain unchanged." (interim 4 1/6% and final 7 1/12%),

GUIDING LIGHT SMASHED BYeeessosases FIELD IMARSHALS

Thilst the average increase in service pay, ponsions and allowancos
announced by Thorneyocroft on February 6th is within the 'guiding lightt
figure of 4% per annum (being Ts% over two yoars). senior officers did
much better, ¥Field Marshals got a £20 per week increase bringing their
anmual rate up to £7,026 or an increase of over 17%. LA Lieutonant
General's pay goes up by an extra £712 o year to meke £4,836, also over
17% upe The oxcuse given for this disparity is that the scnior officers
got no increase in 1962 at the last review of pay. However, if !incomes
restraint! is so much in” the nation'!s interest, surely those most :
patriotic of all people = the militamy chiefs =~ could set an example%
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OFFICIAL AMNESIA? by Dave Ablitt (West Nottme Y.S.)

The Labour Party's Chief Youth Officer scems to bo suffering from
loss of memory., A letter in the correspondence columns of New /\dvance
(Jan, '64), looks like opening tho debate on the relationship between the
Labour Party immual Conference and the Party's Parliamentary Group. The
Woek No. 5 carried extracts from the lottor, but failed to comment on Rege
Underhill's reply. The basis of Mr. Underhill's answer was the General
Secrotary's statement to tho 1960 Party Conforence. He quoted it at great
length to prove that Conference decisions should be taken "as oxpressions
of opinion,"™ But he conveniently forgot the resolution which was passed
following the debate from which he enjoyed quoting suitable extracts.

The resolution clearly stated that Conference was the final authority
concerning policy and that on matters involving principle, the P.L.P. should
follow the line decided by Conference. It does, however, concede the right
of the Party's M.P.s t0 plan the day-to-day tactics employed by them in .
Parlisment, Of course, some I1,P.s soem to place such issues as nationalisa~
tion, conscription, foreign policy, etc., in the category of "day-to-day
tactics", The task facing socialists is that of swelling the ranks of those
members in the House who arc able to differentiate between a socialist |
prineciple and a "day-to—-day tactic."

LONG EATON SCHOOL ON EDUCATION from George Powe (Long Baton U.D.C.)

The Long Daton Labour Party is to hold a school on Sunday the 23rd.
of February, commencing at 2,30, It will be held at the Labour Hall,
Lawronce Ste, Long ZBaton and tea will be provided at a reasonable price.
There will bo two sessions and tho sposkers will be Ben Johnson (N,U,T.
Executive) and David Wood (well-known educationalist), the chairman will
be Peter Price, prospective Labour candidate for !lapperley woard). All L,P.
members and the public are invited,

CLAMP DOWN ON Y,S. IN NORTHERN REGION

The February issue of Young Guard quoted from a newsletter put out
by the Northern Regional Youth Officer, Geoff, Foster., This stressed that
(1) Y.S. members could not visit other branches unless invited by the C.L.Pa,
(2) that there could be no independent political activity by a Y.S. in its
own constituency, -nd (3) that there could be no advocating of views in
public which did not represent party policy. The Gateshead and Felling Y.Se
magazine, Left, has also bsen under fire for criticising membors of tho party
and publishing articles which were too frank about sex. Certain Labour
Councillors are said to have threatened to withdraw their daughters from the
YQSC

FENNER BROCKWAY TO SPEAK IN WEST BERIDGFORD from Peter Wyncoll (W.B. L.P.)

Fenner Brockway will be spesking at a public meeting to be held on
28th February, at the South Country School, &xchange 1ld., Test Bridgford.
Theo meeting will start at T7.30 peme. A4Also speaking will be Bill Back the
Prospective Labour candidate.

LABOUR MAYOR NOT TO HAVE PRAYERS

ilderman P.J, Varren, who is Labour!s mayor designate for Cambridgo.
and who holds agnostic views, is to defy tradition and the bigots by banning
prayers before city council meetingse. He has said, however, that he will go
to church in the course of civic dutioes if called on to do so0.
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NSERVATIIE
YOUNG J3O0CTI.LISTS WANT SOCIALIST POLICIES

The resolutions for this year'!s annual National Conference of the
Y.S. (the 4th) show that despite all the efforts of the Transport House
appointed full time youth officers the Young Socialists remain well on
the left of the party. The organisation resolutions have, as usual,
the main omphanis on democracy. Waltonon Thames and Bootle both call
for the right to formulate policy and for Y.S. control over its press
and officers, Kingston on Thames wants Y,S. National Committee to run
its National Conference, and South Bast Ham calls for democratic control
of New Advance. On the humorous: side there is a call for a change of
name by the Party to Social Democratic Party by Kings Lynn in order to
be "more attractive to the middle class."

Ten resolutions appcar under "United Nations! and another calls for
support of UNA, and 3 ask for Labour support for a United Nations
International Force. Threc are critical. of National Committoe members
who have 'failed to reaffirm support for UNO! -~ Huddersfield, South
Bedfordshire and South Baling. Two link the call for support of UNO
with admission of China — from Norwich North and Stowmarket, It appears
likely that certain olcments hope to split the left on the issue of UNO
at annual conference., Many left wingers in face of Tory hostility
towards UNO foel that to criticise UNO puts one in the same camp as the
right wing of the Tory party. Those on tho left who consider that, in
general, UNO is an instrument of U.S., foreign policy - witness Korca and
the Congo -~ will have to combine political explanation with sticking
to principlos.

Conscription brings forth the next big batch of rosolutions — eight
(see page 14 for details) showing both the concern and opposition which
the overwhelming majority of Y.S, feol on this matter, Orpington wants
to go back to Malthus when it calls for underdeveloped countries to
introduce legislation on birth control, & more healthy note is struck
by the three calls for the Labour Party to take action against the South
African Governmont from Ayr, Hastings and Gloucester. Crewe urges
people not to take their holidays in Spain and Portugal, and Dumfries
domands the release of political prisonsors in /don,.

Fourteen resolutions appear on Immigration, 13 of which condemn the
Tory Colour Bar Immigration Bill, but one, from Barons Court Young
Socialists(?), calls for the restrlctlon of immigration, Six condomn
the Parliaméntary Labour Party for not opposing the renewal of the Toxy
Acts Wigan, South Tast Leicester, North Hammersmith, Brentford and
Chiswick, Farnworth and Wallasoy,

to be continued/
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HOUS TS GOLLAPS® IN GLASGOT Tony Southall (Glasgow)

In Toodsids, Glasgouw, during the past wesk two tonamsnts have coll-
apsod. A T78-yocar-o0ld woman was trappsd scmi-conscious undsr a pile of
rubble in one inddent. This week the City's Deputy lMastoer of Works
admitted that there worc 33 propertiss in a dangerous condition, and that
accomodation was not available for tho families living in them. M ecan=-
while the Tory press has boewn angsred at rumours that the Corporation
may veto thse handing over of Pollock iktate, a 1000-acrc open space,
to the National Trust, bccause the arcsa might provide rchousing space.
The ostensible reason for the anger is that that this would make the
housing of the Burrell .irt Collection in Pollock House impossible. But
the Glasgow Herald says: '"The object of pro-amption...was certainly not
to provids the Corporation with land which had boon denied to privatoe
builders'. ; S

The low rents policy of the Corporation continues to be used by
the Government as a reason for refusing additional aid to Glasgow's ro-
housing programme, Yot out of last yocar's Glasgow housing bill of £9m,
more than 7% m went on sorvieing the debt. There arc well over 100,000
slums in the City, and last year only 5,900 now houses were built. A
common price for a room and kitchen in o tenement is now £1,200. In the
Gorbals 30s to £3 per week is charged for a single room (share lavatory
and running wator with five othoer families).

SCHOOL STRIAMING RWINFORCTS SOGTAL SELECTION an "ducation correspondont

The suspicion that stroaming in schools cxaggeratos class dis—
crimination in education is further confirmed by an article in last
weok's Noew Society by J.W.DB.Douglas, dircctor of tho Modical Resoarch
Council of the LSE, dealing with primary schools, Even before attending
gschool, he says, middle class children enjoy an advantage, having learned
to use words with precision at home, whereas working ciass children
receive less stimulation, Hven aftor ability has beon tested according
to this biased system there arc still 11% more middle class children
in the upper strcams than would be oxpoctod, and 26% fowor in the lowors
that is, these children are in the "wrong" stream even under the present
method. "It was rare for children to change streams; over the whole
three yoar period (of a spocial survey) the annual rate of transfer
was 2.3% and approximately the same numbers moved up as down", it is stated.

In addition "the children in the upper streams improved their
scores by an average of 0.7l points and those in the lower streams
dotoriorated by 0.49 points", It was also apparent that pupils of
the uppor strocams showed o smallor range of performances than those
of the lower - in the upper strecams the lower—-rated pupils tended to
move toward tho standards of the top pupils, but this did not happen
in the lower stroams. In the group surveyed 12 low-stream pupils should
have gone on to grammar schools but only one did so. In secondary
schools 82% loft at 15, compared with an expocted 76%, from low streams.
Upper—stream pupils in secondary schools fared difforently. The
expocted figure was 46%, but the actual number leaving at 15 was 39%%.
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ADVAHC OR RTTRTT ON THE FR'NGH L7FT? rry Andors

The nomination of Gaston Defferre as candidate for the Fronch Pros—
iduney by the Socialist Party in France foess the Pronch laft with a
tcesting choice. Dufforre is the lMayor of Marseilles = a rich man with
a record of competent anti-Communict administration bechind him, who votod
for De Gaulle in the critical days aftcr the Algicrs putsch of May 1958.
It is an opon scerot that the Amcricans have ben backing him as their
choscn candidatc to unssat Do Gaulls at the next Prasidential olections.
Doffurre has beon careful not to upsct Washington in any way, eithar
by following Do Gaulle in a policy of French aggrandisanent abroad, or
nogotiating with the Communists on a common platform at homc. His tac—
ties have bem so rightist that Guy liollot, scerctary ganoral of the SFIO,
has hitherto opposod thanm. Dofferre is now bidding for th: support of
the whole left, as the united candidatc of the opposition. The Comm—
unists have so far been roticent, confining thamsclves to stressing their
own indispensability to a loft vietorye. Thus it scoms likely that Defforre
as Dc Gaulle's major rival, fighting on a platform which is an amalgam
of Gaitskellite and US Democratic platitudes.

D> Gaulls has consolidated massive popular support for his genuinely
indcpendent foreign policy. Nothing could be moroe futile = svon from an
opportunist viewpoint - than for the loft to rally behind a candidate
chosen by Washington, fighting on a programme well to the right of the
Labour Party. It would certainly be rcpudiated by wide scetion of the
working class if it did so. It is now important that the other forces
on the French Left should oponly attack Deffeorre!s policies, making cloar
that they stand no chance of defoating De Gaulle.

CHINFS R COTTUN TS ' by Chris Arthur (Oxford)

In a2 rocent article in The Listener Joan Robinson contradicts
Western propoganda on the Chinesc ocommuncs. Contrary to rsports, shc
states, the system fostors and protects family life. Far from breaking up
during ths rccont bad ycars, it was "tho communss that made it possiblo
for the authoritiass to =3 the country through without the faminos and
massive dsaths from starvation that werc common in the old days, and
to kaup the pricc of foodstuffs stoady.. (By the way I think it was a
mor: romarkable achievemont than any gr*a‘t leap to have oo 3 period
of sovere shortages without infla vtion. )" One thing that had to bs droppoed
was the idea of giving everybody rations regardloss of labour days workode
But in addition to giving members food, clothing, shelter, mcdical care
and funcral expsnses (rovolutionary in Asia), a commune would also offur
a welfare fund, a hospital, clinics, primary schools, and opportunities to
loave for colloge training,
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500,000 BOYCOTT NEW YORK SCHOOLS

An American correspondent reports: "In the biggest civil rights
protest demonstration since last summer's ""freedom march™ on "ashington,
half a million New York school pupils and teachers boycotted their
classes on February 3rd, They were protesting against the de facto
segregation in the city's school system, Like other citiss in the
northern part of the U.S.; New York opaerates a system which results
in Negro and Puerto Rican students attending inferior schools. The
New York DBoard of Iducation has promised t© redraw the school district
boundaries but the leaders of the civil rights camp=ign say they are
dragging their heols,

"The boycott was organised on the opening day of the new school
term, Picket lines were set up outside some 300 schools and braving
bdtter woather, more than 3,000 parents,teachers, and pupils took part
in a march, Chanting integration slogons such as: "end Jim Ceow in
our schools", one hundred dcmonstrators picketted State Governor Nelson
Rockefeller!s office and another 900 picketted the city hall, Leaders
of the movement wnrned that unless school segregation were speoedily
ended the boycott would be repmated, Although the demonstration was
completely peaceful, 2,000 extra police were on duty and another 6,000
were ‘standing by."

10,000 CIVIL RIGHTERS ARRESTED IN 1963

Giving details of the scope of the civil rights movement in 1963,
Roy Uikins, executive secretary of the National lissociation for the
Advancement of Coloured People; said that nearly 2,000 civil rights marchos
were held in 40 U.S. states and the District of Columbia, 10,000
people, mostly Negroes, had been arrested at those demonstrations,

POLICE FIRE ON STUDENTS - 3 INJURED

College students in Jackson, 17ississippi, demonstrated on the
eveninyy of February 3rd against the beating up of a Negro girl by
white mer The police broke up the demonstration and set up barricades
to try to confine the students to the campus, However, the students
broke through and continued their demonstration in thoe town. The
police then retaliated by throwing toar gas bombs and oventually opened
fire injuring three of the students. More demastrations followed.

MEAT FRAUD ALLEGED: Irish meat oxporters are worried by a roport that

T0 tons of Mexican horsemeat has been sold as Irish
beef in Baltimore. /4 meat factory omployce noticed slight differences
in Jlabels which resulted in the discovery of the alleged fraud.




FRANCO'S NIW TRADE DAALS by ReFrasor (London)

As ruportasd in the last issu:, Spain, partly because of her diff-
iarltics in getting into tho Common Mark.:t and bscaus: of US "nigsard-
lincas" in tho ree:ntly ncgotiat.d aid agrc¢mant, has buin locking for
now trading partnors, notably tho USSR, Now, in open dofianca of the
U3, Franco iz planning a cshipo-for-cugar dcal with Cuba, worth a roup-
ortosd £10m.

Looking acroc~ the Modit rransan, Franco is turning to Algoeria whors
hic ministor of industry recontly had talks with Bon Balla befors sig-
ning a commurcial agre-mmunt, Spain will buy natural gas from Algorico,
which in turn is this month sending a tradc mission to HMadrid to dis -
cuss importa from Spain. Fran ®, shrowdly pr.oparsd to follow any poli«y
that will maintain his position, may woll sco himsclf as tho Iberian
D5 Gaulle, sudh a poaturce would appcal to anti-Amorican falangizti,
big businone sedking an insurance against failur: to got into the Common
Markct, and oven liboraliscrs who sco any move as a stop away from the
immobility of tho past 20 yuars.

ITsanwhilc tho Paris L'¥xpross roporty that Salazar, worricd by the
Moscow-ladrid negotiations and thez possibl SF on: of his fuw romaining
allica, is tuoting the wind to thc loft cvon of Franoo: a recent sditorial
in the Diario du Lishao maintainod that co-oxistan oz was porfectly poss—

ibl: betwe.n China and Portugal.

PRICTS RISING IN MARKTT COUNTRITS  basod on o Financial Timos item

Latoest economic notes from thoe Turopocan Ieconomie Community warn
that prices have becn rising disturbingly in member oountries over
the past woaks. French government measures arc having a stabilising
effoct on tho inflationary spiral in that country, btut a fast rise in
Italian prices continues. Tho Commission describes Dutch price in-
croasas as "romarkable". Inflation gothorod momentum in Bolgium
towards the ond of last ycar, and in Gormany thore are signs that an
upward movoment is beginning, Higher world prices for imported raw
materials and palm products are responsible, says the Commission -
this deovelopmont contributing *o the lotsrioration &f thoe Corzwni’y'o ..
Jxtornal trado halnnco. :
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STUDENTS OPPOSE U.S. INTERVENTION IN CYPRUS by J. Holman

After the U.S. government proposal for a 10,000 strong
NATO 'peace-keeping force for Cyprus', there have been demon-
stretions in both Cyprus and Greece in protest ageinst NATO's
intervention in the intermal affairs of Cyprus, a protest
which was endorsed by Archbishop Mekarios when thousands of
student demonstrators passed the Parliement buildings on their
way to the U.S. Embessy in Nicosia.

In Athens more than 9,000students and teachers from the
University demonstrated outside the Americen, British end
Turkish Embassies and distributed leaflets accusing NATO of
trying to ensleve Cyprus, and in Northern Greece more then 7000
members of Selonica University marched through the main streets
of the town end delivered protest notes to the British and
Americen Consulates.

SUPPORT _IN ZANZIBAR FOR NEW GOVERNMENT based on Zanews report

Cables and letters expressing werm support for the new
Zenzibar government and reediness to work for the building of
new Zenziber have been sent to President Abed Karume by various
mass orgonisetions. They include the Federation of Women, the
Government Tecchers' Union, the All-Zanzibor Students' Union,
the Notioncl Union of Zanziber and Pembe Students, the Areb
Association and the Indian Association. The All-Zenzibar
Students' Union snd the Nationel Union of Zanzibar and Penba
Students expresscd their determination to defend the Republic
end demended thet the U.S. withdraw its military base.

DEMONSTRATIONS AGAINST POLICE BRUTALITY TN PERU

20 peasants were killed and many injured when police opened
fire ofter they had occupied an estate necr Sicusni City, Cuzco
Province. Some of the peasant lecders, workers and students
were arrested, and the following evening the government suspended
constitutional gucrantees in Cuzco for 30 days end sent in army
and police reinforcements. On Februery 4th 15,000 peasents
Prom Sicusni City marched towards Cuzco, the capital of the pro-
vince, in protest aganinst the brutal measures teken. The
Peasrnts' Federation, the Federation of University Students and
the Workers' Federotion of Cuzco Province have demanded the
immedicte release of those arrested.
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DR IOPMWNTS IN ALG RIAN SHF-MANAGAUNT from Tom Wengraf in ilgiers

Out of the original 900,000 French of Algeria only an unimportant
100,000 are left, *wonts have shown that the Algerians who wished to
take thoir place havs not boon stronz enough to insceribe their will into
governmant pcligr. ot only did the agrieultural workaors take over
the vast abandonsd sstatas but in Octobur 1962 the govirnmont was suff-
iciontly sure of its position to annul all proparty trancactions that
had taken placo since indopondence (it was in this pariod that the nascent
Algerian bourgeoisie acquirad proporty from the fls ing Fronch at bar—
gain prices). In l'arch 1963 the do facto o wupation of the land by
the workcors was ratifisd by the March deeress. Tha "vacant properties"
becams the "socialist ssctor", and the socialism was not that of Soviet—
style state farms, but autogsstion - dirsct control by the worksrs.

is Bon Bella pointed out in spz:ches of llarch and April 1963:
"The prineipls of self-management was alrcady establishad in the facts
of the Algerian revolution by thz spontancous and conscious action of
the working massas. The powerful movecment of managoment committoes
that had sprend across the country had only to be legalisad."

In October 1963 the movamemt of autognstion also began to hit
the urban scene...and shows no signs of stopping its stsady progress.
On ths agricultural front, a confersmnce of repriosentatives of all farms
under autogestion was hsld towards thc ond of the year, The peasants
demanded reforms in such services as credit, marksting, and so3d and
equipmant furnishing, so as to ensur> that the apparatus g rvad in-
st ad of controll d. Thoasc roforms ar. now in proc.ss. At th: momwnt
th . gov rnmunt is toking tho vital commoreial eircuits in hand in order
to prov-nt tho privat. morchants end trad .rs from cxploiting cither the
consum.rs or th: socdalist producors: socialist pilot shops have bun
opum.d in ordor to bring privatc pricus down, and th: gov.rnm.nt is on-
couraging th. spriad of co=op.ratives in the privetc scctor, With thc
privatc scector thus subordinatcd on. may «xpoeet important roformuo:
(tight r control on int:rnational and domostic wholcsal. ‘trad;.) in tho
noar futurc. Workurs! control is also sanctionoed by the lack of any—
thing 1lik.: tho number of trainod porsomnczl nceded for a contralisod auth—
oritarian systom. (Thc larch deer: :s stipulatc onc stat —appointcd dir—
cetor on cach farm to share authority with the workeras' committ..: at
onc point it was cstimatod that whorcas 7,000 dircctors wr: nocdod, tho
training cours:s had only managod to producc 1,000. And the more nat-—
ionalisations thoru arc, the wider tho gap!)

Mutogestion in agricultur. is working, Howovor the criscs in
tho traditional soctor and thc towns rcmai%. In tho towns tho flight
of the Fronch was not only a flight of propictors and skilled personncl,
but also of capital, and abovc all, tho loss of markots for Llgerian industry.
Rocont disturbancos in Oren (ovir 75% unamploy:d) indicatc tho social dan—
gors of porman mt un.mploymont. About 807% of Algorians ar: rurally bas.d,
and for th. majority the rovolution in tho modern agricultural ssetor docs
not moan much. Thoir probluns cannot bu solved only by a transformation
of the proporty rogime — total popular mobilisation is imperative.
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A LONG TJRM LOOK AT AUTQMATION from Julion .Atkinson (NALSO)

Three basic questions arise from the increasing importance of
automation: (1) to what extent will asutometion effect the social
structuros (2) how auickly will it spreads and (3) how much upheaval
will be caused by the consequent reorgenisation and redevlopment of
manpower. These factors must be understood by socialists if they are
to work out a long—term industrial poliecy, BSeveral technical :
journals, notably the New Scientist and Control IEngineering, have
rocently examined the question and their findings provide valuable
roforence material for socialists,

Firstly, it must bo stressed that very littlo real automation has
actually been put into operation, In 1963 thorc wero only 340 digital
computers in use, or firmly ordered, for the control of manufacturing
procossos, Of those, o big proportion were in the U,S, (237) and only
34 in Britain, Well over a third arc in usc to control the production
and distribution of electricitye Iletal fabrication and chemicals -
account for a large sharc of the remaindor., Computors for these pur—
poses are coming into commission at tho rate of about 3 a weeks A4
loading imorican computing manufacturcr foreccast that by 1970 there
would be 4,000 procoss~computers in oporation,

Bstimates vary as to whon it is oxpocted that full-scale automat—
ion will be adopted by British industry. The Now Scientist has given
tho following ostimates: Stcel (1969), 0il (1970), slectricity, Gas
and Water (1972), Heavy Chemicals (1974), Cement, Paper and Glass
(1974=79), and tho lMotor industry ( 1979-é British Railways balieve
that within 5 yoars it could solve any technical problem in applying
automation to its operations oveor the next 15 to 20 yocars, Already
tochniques oxist for running :driverless freight trains up to 150 MEII

Por some years now, the ratio of office workers to production

workers has beon rising. One large British chemical manufacturing
firm has increased its sales 120% in the last ton yoars with only 8%
increase in its work force., Iloreover, the number of manual workors
actually declinod hy_é%, whilst the number of "white collars" workers
went up by 40%. HDowever, znother dovelopment is toking place which
will modify or even halt this procoss: the automation of office jobs
is bocoming more advanced than that of preduction line operations
Clerical work can already be done much more efficiently and rapidly
by data processing machinory and o more advancod system would probably
oliminate the nced for many office jobs altogsethor.

In their drive to cut overheads, large .engincering firms aroc
looking at the sizo of drawing offices. A now motor car needs approx.
15,000 new drawings, JAutomatic drawing offices using eleectronic
techniques of two and throe dimoensional projection are not far away
and should be in use within ten years. British Railways, hoving
cut their work-forec from over 600,000 to 475,000 in ton years, can
only carry out drastic reductions in the administrative field, That
is why 95% of all rationalisation research is devoted to cutting

dministrati s
a s ive costse. Foe continuod/



SEICH
RESALE PRICT MATWTNAN (7 AND LABOUR by Ton Nairn

It is not yot possible to say with certainty what the effscts of
the government's abolition of rasale price maintenance will be. Ob-
viously the descision must be basad on an electoral calculation. It is
hoped that soms short-term price-cuts will result soon, while the longer—
term consequences ought to be (in the words of the.Eggpomigi) "to allow
rationalisation in the distributive trades to go forward faster and even
more generally". Put in the same issue it is pointed out that "rather
less than 30% of retailers in Britain are significantly affscted by resale
price maintenanco, S0 its gradual abolition,..should not mcan any suddon
ravolution for the shoppear.” However fast or slowly “"rationalisation"
of retailing will procood, socialists ought to dzfine thoir attitude to
the procss. Is it to be welcomed, or fought?

To fight it, in thc sense of trying to prevent it happening and
defending old-stylc rotailing, is an untenable position. For this
reason Tribune deaservos criticism for its contribution to ths debate,

In a confused picos in its issue of January 24th, it dsfends tho small
shopk=-pors in the following ramarkablc termss "In prosant circumstances,
it is no bad thing that they are securc sncugh to stock unprofitable

goods which people nead, and to avoid atting cach othsrs! throats or
working thasir staff to d-ath'. In this idyllic image small traders bocomeo
a band of brothsrs doing ths public a scrviece on a 40-hour wsaki But

the image is not accidsantal,. Pribuns wants to attack the govornment's
action, and f:-ls mistakenly that this can be done by giding with the

main vietim of that action — but the victim is such that it is only poss—
ible to side with him on thz basiz of a totally distorted picture of him!

If we carnot support small shopk cpers who cut ocach othors' throats
for profit and work themselvcs and their staffs to dcath — must we simply
welcoma "rationalisation'", morc chain-storos and supormarkcts? Socialists
@nnot "welcoma" this, in itself, because the process is anc extonsion
of the power of large-scals capital, the penctration of the big boys to
a new level, a consolidation of ths systom.

What must be sem is that simpls opposition or w=lcome to this or
any othsr cssential cepitalist dovelopment is bound to be wrong. Given
the power and logic of the systam, an evolution such as this is insvitable.
It croates the now conditions in which we will have to fight. Nor are
these conditions =ntircly unfavourable to socialists. If rationalisation
appears to reinforce the cnemy , it also creates rotailing units that
oould be made more rational in socialist torms — by take-ovoer or by trans—
formation into co-opcrativas. Trade unionism has some hope of getting
into large-scale rotailing, in contrast to small shops. We must not try
to put the clock back, attempting to dsfond the indefensibls, but move
the fight into the new torrain.
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GONSCRIPTION

The Secretary of State for War, Mr Ramsden, gave a most vague
"assuran " on conscription in the House of Commons on January 15th.
After he had told his questioner, Frank Allaun, that the government had
no intention of reintroducing conscription, Ir Allaun asked whether the
same would apply after a general election. "The government will do
their duty in any circumstences without regard to the date of a general
election, tut the present circumstances do not warrant a reintroduction
of conscription" was the reply. o mention was made of future circum-
stances - particularly in the likely event, under present policies, of
further incrcasad overseas commitments.

On January 23rd Frank Allaun opposed Tory I[P, Julian Critchleoy, who
put forward the motion "this house belioves selective consaription now
to be justified", in a debate at the Oxford Union. Critchloy said that
he was certain that overseas commitments would incroase in the future,
and that seloctive conseription of about 30,000 youths a yoar would be
nseded.,

TP TG

T Bill Vestoer (Loughborough)
Although the numhers of school leawvers apprenticed rose betwecn

1950 and 1962, the proportion hardly changed, according to background
notes on unemployment issued by the Labour Party in connsction with
the YS lobby of Parliament. The total who onterad aprrenticeships
rose from 113,500 to 142,800, but oxpressed-as a porconta;o :
tho rise is'norely from 21.5 to 21.73. The notos rafor 1o tho fact
that it is choapor to poach trained workors then to initiato training
schomes, so far as tho omployors aro concorncd. Govornmont training
gChemes cover 500 school leavers on ono-ycar pro-apprenticoeship courses,
in 19 centros. In France 200,000 young people attend 800 training
centroes, 0f these one third are girls, comparcd with 7% in tho UK..

But the notes infor a too willing acceptance of the approntice—
ship system. liore people want apprentice training then got it, becausc
it is onec of tho fow ways of avoiding doad—end jobs. However, most
apprentices would receive the news that they are thoe members of a privi-
loged minority with some surprise. The figures quoted by the Labogr‘
Party arc uscful, as an indicator of how many young people arc receliving
training, but Labour's plans for youth must include stops which would
chango the apprenticoship systom cut of all rocognition.

VOT:33 AT BIGHTI'™N

Tho Votes for Youth Campaign, calling for votes at 18, has beon
going ahead with its petition. About 4,000 have so far signed, ?na—
luding 19 Labour and two Libeoral liPs, and other zignatories have inc-
luded ingus Wilson, Bonjamin Dritten, Canon Collins and Geoorgo Clark.
Carshalton Young Socialists have been the driving forco behind the'cam-
paign, but it has not boen-confined to the Labour Party. Young Liberals,
for instanco, have boon active in its support. Tho socrstary is John
M.Horsfiold, adlross: T Spring Gardens, Wallington, Surrey.
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YOUNG SOCIALISTS
AGAINST CONSCRIPTION

The following branches have
resolutions for Y.S. national
conference against conscriptions
Hadleigh and District,
Southend—-on—Seay,
Loughborough,

St. Pancras North,
Tandsworth Central,
Basildon,

Rayleigh,

Hawicke.

Two branches call for the
withdrawal of all British
troops from abroad, thus
ending the 'need! for
conscriptions

Sebtstoun (Glasgow),
Maghull and District.

411 socialists must fight
to make complete opposition
to conscription, and the
withdrawal of all British

troops from abroad Labour
Party policya.

tion—NO!
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Ralph Miliband,

le noed your help tc moke this journal as comprehensive as possible.
Your suggestions, criticisms, requests for information, etc., will be
very welcome. Please send all reports of intorest (especially local ones)

We want to increase our size, cut our price and go over to printing as
soon as possible, This depends entirely on the number of subscribers.
This is why you should help to increase circulation by sending us the
names and addresses of potential subscribers, by seeing if local book-
shops will toke copics (on sz2le or return), and by toking copies to sell,
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